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Introduction

Nellie Wong

Talking back? More like no talking back. That’s what I 
was told. In Oakland, California, where I was born and 
raised, my elders, my teachers, and others in authority 
drummed it into my compliant ears. Young as I was, 

through grade school and, yes, even high school, I rarely 
talked back. Being safe and secure, being what was expected 
of me as a Chinese female in America, obedience and si-
lence became discomforting siblings in what I deemed was 
normal. 

It was better not to be scolded, not to rankle those who 
had power over me. Talking back was not for this born-
in-the-U.S.A. girl. After all, I’d be set for life. This working 
woman would get married, have babies. This 8-to-5 secretary 
would be taken care of, not have to think, not have to make 
decisions; she could be irresponsible and oh so carefree.

But the voice, long dormant, constricted as it was in my 
parched throat, fought for freedom, no longer fearful of its 
sounds, scratchy, discordant, supposedly unfeminine, not 
reaching the melodies of Cantonese opera that I’d watched 
as a girl in dark theaters in San Francisco Chinatown. My 
world split open during the 1970s at San Francisco State 
University as I listened and read and began opening my 
mouth and talking back. And especially so when I began 
writing. In feminist studies, creative writing, English literature 
and Asian American Studies classes. 

In searching for what I thought was only my personal 
liberation, I discovered a broader reality. I discovered that 
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We are Black, Latino/a, Asian/Pacifi c Islander, Indigenous, 
of mixed race, LGBTQ, straight, immigrant and U.S.-born, 
multi-aged, and of different abilities. Together we help each 
other fi nd our individual and collective voices. We announce 
them from the muscles and guts of our bodies, from our all-
seeing eyes and vibrant ears, understanding the shout-outs 
born out of rage and hope. We fi nd mutual support as radi-
cals of color working together across race and gender lines. 
We share histories, food, experiences. We argue, we debate, 
uniting together with a mighty body of voices for revolution-
ary change that spans history and the globe. 

The Comrades of Color Caucus is a place to put our 
thoughts, to shape and hone them. An opportunity to be-
come and be leaders. Talking back and out. Our voices sing-
ing out for sweet victories that engage and move us forward. 
Together. This, too, is home.

Most important, we provide FSP and RW with  leadership, 
correction, analysis and proposals for action in the move-
ments and on the issues of people of color. We bring our 
voices back to the parent organizations, where all are deter-
mined to confront racism, empower women and end our 
oppression as workers. Together, we lay the basis for disman-
tling U.S. capitalism and building a socialist feminist society 
where all will not just survive, but thrive. 

Exploring ideas and long-hidden histories is also a form 
of fi nding voice. Through  Revolutionary Integration, a theo-
retical framework of the FSP, I learned that fi nding the path 
to liberation comes from a deep understanding of a people’s 
history and social realities. Revolutionary Integration shows 
that justice for U.S. Blacks cannot be found through separat-
ism but by a united struggle alongside this country’s richly 
hued working class. And further, African Americans and 
other people of color — maligned, brutalized and steeled by 

voices of color, of black, brown, yellow and indigenous, all 
genders, gay and straight, in all their vibrant hues and tones, 
gathered together an outer world that was mine as well. The 
1960s Third World strikes on college campuses for Native 
American, Black, Chicano/a, Asian/Pacifi c, and Women 
Studies had led the way. The Women Writers Union, which 
grew out of an intense and organized battle for more women 
and people-of-color faculty and curriculum, voiced a crying 
need for the heretofore silenced, ignored and shunted aside. 
I took the plunge. Now a secretary, now a student, talking 
back with the cacophony of voices feeding my hungry ears.

Fortunately for me, as I was fi nding voice I met sisters in 
Radical Women (RW) and members of the Freedom Socialist 
Party (FSP) whose analysis of race, sex and class liberation 
convinced me that organizing to make change was where I 
belonged. From a muddy, distorted vision as a private indi-
vidual to a materialist vision as a public activist. From “I can’t 
do anything” humbug to “Yes, we can,” sparked the power 
of voice, at once aural and written, into action — socialist 
feminism, a vital force for radical social change. This was 
home. 

Talking back was — and is — a potent force, a crucial step 
in understanding that race oppression, sex discrimination, 
abusive bosses, income inequality, poverty, homelessness, 
and never-ending war were systemic, institutionalized under 
capitalism to wreak havoc on our political, working and cre-
ative lives. 

In Talking Back: Voices of Color, you will fi nd a bounty 
of voices, an ensemble that brings truth to the fl oor, shep-
herded by the National  Comrades of Color Caucus (NCCC) 
of the Freedom Socialist Party and Radical Women.

The NCCC, unique in the U.S. Left, comprises members 
of color of these two affi liated socialist feminist organizations. 
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centuries of resistance – provide irreplaceable   leadership 
for reaching a new day of freedom. So my liberation as an 
Asian American is bound up with that of Blacks whose battle 
against racial exploitation and indignity continues to this day. 

As a feminist of Chinese American roots, my disrespect-
ed skin color and low-paid status as a secretarial worker 
shocked me into a realization that I’ve embraced now for 
many years: the knowledge that racist, sexist, anti-queer, 
anti-trans, anti-worker discrimination leveled against one is 
leveled against all. We must seek integration into revolution-
ary change, not into a business-as-usual capitalist America 
that puts people of color and women in chains. That’s what’s 
necessary. 

Through this collection, readers are given a rare jewel: 
a gem ablaze with the colors of working-class voices, rather 
than abstractions from lofty academic towers. The offerings 
by FSP and RW members of color and activist allies speak 
out with deepest respect and understanding for the essential 
work in the multi-issued movements. The fi ght for quality 
public education, reproductive justice and freedom of expres-
sion, and an end to police violence and war – this and much 
more is contained in this volume.

To whom do we talk back? To those who will silence us. 
Those who incarcerate us in prison or in the home. Those 
who deny us our rights to cross borders to seek refuge from 
violence and safety for our children. Those who brutalize us 
because of our race, gender or sexuality. Those who dictate 
rigid male-female identities rather than acknowledge the full 
human palette of gender. Those who attack unions and deny 
working women and men the right to organize, to strike. 
Those who destroy the environment, causing pollutants that 
make people sick. And much more. These voices of color 
matter. They need to be heard. Everywhere. That’s why this 

collection is important. It’s born in and outside of the home, 
on the streets, at workplaces and battlefi elds.

As  James Baldwin, celebrated Black gay author and activ-
ist, has said:

You write in order to change the world…. If you alter, even 

by a millimeter, the way people look at reality, then you can 

change it.

That’s our goal beginning with talking back.

San Francisco, California


