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ON THE MYSTERIOUS 
APPEARANCE OF PHILO S. IN 
OTHER PEOPLE’S PHOTOGRAPHS

Let us now turn our attention to the matter of Philo S. 
The following photographs represent a random sampling of 
the inventory we have at our disposal. The evidence has been 
mounting—

Q: for how long?

We were just about to get to that. Patience! If you please. The 
number of appearances, or manifestations, of Philo S. has been 
increasing at a steady rate for at least several decades, possibly 
longer. While we have been unable to conclusively pinpoint the 
fi rst appearance of Philo S. in other people’s photographs, there is 
evidence to suggest rudimentary manifestations in photographs 
taken as early as 1900.

Q: what are the variables of Philo S?

Philo S. does not haunt; he possesses no special powers or 
supernatural characteristics; he is not an alchemist (as some have 
believed). He is not treacherous; he does not travel lightly. He is 
not a metaphor for summers of glory and shame. He is rarely seen 
in photos taken at zoological parks. He has never been, to the best 
of our knowledge, in any way affi liated with the mafi a (Italian 
or Russian), or with shady business dealings of any sort. He has 
never, again we must reiterate, to the best of our knowledge, 
ridden the rails with hobos across the great sad sinking middle 
of the United States. He has, we believe, as many as seventy 
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legitimate and illegitimate children. He has never appeared as 
a spokesman for any advertised product or foodstuff. He has 
never dug a hole for the purpose of sitting inside it. He has never 
held public offi ce; his edges do not tremble; he is no friend of the 
sun; he does not slide easily into divots; he has never appeared in 
any photograph taken in Venice, Italy or in the Klondike. But it 
is easy, perhaps too easy, to say what Philo S. is not. 

Q: is Philo S. an ordinary human being? 

Yes, of course. What else would he be?

Q: have there been any attempts at Philo S. classifi cations?

Occurrences of Philo S. in other people’s photographs have been 
identifi ed as taking four distinct forms: Importunate, Indelible, 
Crepuscular, and Radiant. Examples of each are presented 
forthwith.
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Photo #117-a4-23 (Importunate) 

It has been noted that Philo S. manifestations occur at an 
estimated 4:1 ratio in photos of children, or in which children 
are the primary subject matter. As can plainly be seen, Philo S. 
appears here disguised as a bear. 
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Photo #119-a007 (Indelible) 

We could use words like invasion, encroachment, gradient, 
escalation; we may (not now, but at, perhaps, some future date) 
fi nd that words like cranny and crepitation fi t, as does slurry. 
Words we would not use to describe the manifestations of Philo 
S: lurk, lurking, loom, looming, crackerjack, bollix.


