
n  15

there are these things:

there is red and there is red and there is red that faces into the edge of  the 
landmass and then there is blue and there is blue and there is waiting.

beneath the sifted and packed rock is a sky and a series of  thorns. and if  there is 
listening to what is beneath even this, there is fire and there is fire and then the 
seeds open and gather marrow.

all the characters who arrive have something to do with this fire and these groves, 
even if  they’ve never been to this place or have no memory of  having arrived.

there are these things: there is blue and there is blue and there is blue at the edge 
of  the coastline and then there is green and there is green and there is wanting.



 n 16  

none of  this is outside the body          if  the body doesn’t end at the skin.



n  17

enter character carrying a book

the body is made up of  millions 
of  smaller structures that carry 
on a host of  different activities. 
but, and this being an important 
point, together all of  these diverse 
activities accomplish the one big, 
all-encompassing function of  the 
body - survival.



 n 18  

enter characters surrounded by pink

we are swimming. we try to swim the 
60 miles to the coast. we’ve tried twice 
before and we try it again. during the 
day we swim and at night we sleep in the 
boat that floats beside the water. this 
year we can’t reach the coast because 
of  a new breed of  jellyfish in the 
warming waters. because the warming 
waters are awash in jellyfish which 
sting us all over our bodies for endless 
days. they sting us and our heart leaps. 
they sting us and the others pull us 
out of   the water in respiratory shock. 
at  night, when we sleep in the boat, 
others photograph the bodies swollen 
and covered in welts. to document 
the warming waters. to document the 
bodies.

we are swimming. 

our fears are about exiting.



n  19

enter character dressed in green

the force-field of  the body extends 
four feet in all directions.

a good medicine also includes a 
delivery system, something that gets it 
to the parts of  the body that need it. 

i want to show them how i can always 
get up and walk away. 

i want to show them that it isn’t my 
ailing body that i am thinking about.



 n 20  

enter characters surrounded by pink

it isn’t that these separate stories are 
one and the same. it is that they cannot 
be pulled apart from one another. it is 
that there are agencies all across and 
underneath and inside the bodies that 
exist inside the agencies. it is that there 
are agencies and that they are not 
separate from these stories. or these 
families. 

we are surrounded by water and in 
being so we are unreasonably affected 
by the tides and all the drowning. 

it looks different depending on the 
view. depending on the view there is 
devastation. there are bodies piecing 
each other back together. say the 
bodies were dismembered by other 
bodies. say remember, or say memory 
is marked in marrow. say crossing over. 
say nightingale. 


