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Later, they’re at the mechanic because the car is a real 

problem. 

The tv is on and it’s an American soap opera Michael 

remembers from a previous life. 

This one is named Hope and the lead actor, she has been 

playing a character called Hope her entire adult life. 

Michael is so astonished by this he wants to say something 

to Daniel but it would take too long to explain. 

The matriarch is talking about glamping in Scottsdale. 

The one with an eye-patch is named Maldoror.
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the mechanic says, check Bethlehem Cove, and hands 

Daniel keys to a loaner. 

There’s a sticker on the windshield with the words, pale 
light.
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they’re driving a Nissan Fairlady Z and everyone’s looking. 

Cheetah in the back seat. 

Michael is thinking, how did this all happen like this. 
There’s heated seats and luxury trims. 

Daniel is driving faster than he’s ever driven before. 

There’s atmospheric optics happening. 

The moonlight, Michael can feel on the little hairs on the 

back of his neck. 

Daniel says, hark, for I am Ozymandias. 

Cheetah growls. 

The moon is bright.
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they’re at Luciferian Towers (instead of Bethlehem Cove). 

It’s Sunday and Daniel says, it’s been five days and we still 

have nothing. 

A silhouette is smoking on a balcony. 

Michael says, I keep seeing scenes from the beach in my 

head. 

Daniel glances at the rolling hills, off to the side, and says, 

it’s all the slow oil, there’s nothing left for us here but dirty 

beaches. 

Let’s bounce.
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they pass the Golden Essex country club and Fields of Fog.

There’s kids outside with their moms and no dads. 

Daniel says, after all of the old continents are gone, 

someday, it’ll be nice to finally return to Algiers. 

Michael nods. 

They pass a blank billboard.
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they arrive to the place where the sky meets the ocean 

and the air tastes like metal and the birds don’t make a sound.

There’s cultists off in the distance, jumping from the 

Münt-Q’kwah cliffs.

Daniel shuts off the engine. 

That’s Ocean of Despair, right over there.

Michael nods and says, a home planet is about to be 

d’stroyed.
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danieL says, I’m so high I can profit.

This future is a negative return.


