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Dedication
....................

When one achieves greatness, modesty requires that its sources
should be acknowledged.
This volume is dedicated to the memory of my mentor, Mr. Mysto,
the inspired man who put me on the happy path to magic.
During the Intermission I’ll say more about my youthful encounter with this great performer, but for uninitiated readers I would like
to begin with a valuable piece of advice that Mr. Mysto gave me.
“Be yourself,” he told me. “Be unexplainable.”
This is the key to success. It animates the spirit of these pages.
So, remember:
Be yourself. Be unexplainable.
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MAGIC EVEN YOU CAN DO by BLAST

This trick never fails to startle and amuse.
You display a quarter for everyone to see
and, bringing it to your forehead, you
make several mystic passes with your
hand. After the last pass, you reveal that
the quarter is stuck to your forehead.
You bow, and the quarter does not
fall off. You may jump up and down, and
the quarter does not fall off. You may bend over backwards across a
chair, laughing and kicking, and still the quarter does not fall off.
Next, to the amazement of everyone, you may challenge members
of your audience to remove the quarter. Come one and all, ladies and
gentlemen, they cannot pull it off, though they tug their mightiest.
Truly, you must be a wonder worker!

Like many great mysteries, the secret of the quarter is ingeniously simple.
All you need is a quarter and a twopenny screw. The head of the
screw is welded to the back of the quarter, an easy and inexpensive
task for any metalworking shop. The screw itself can be procured for
a few cents.
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THE AMAZING STICKING QUARTER

Display the ungimmicked face of the quarter to the audience,
then bring it to your forehead. Your mystic passes should be done with
a circular motion while maintaining steady contact with the coin,
which facilitates the screw’s entry.
Once the quarter is in place, you may indulge in any gyrations
desired or submit to the collective efforts of the audience. They will
never succeed because they will always try to pull the quarter away
from you.
It will not occur to people to twist in the same plane as your head.
It’s never happened to me.
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MAGIC EVEN YOU CAN DO by BLAST

This trick has been known to
induce stupefaction. You bring out
a bowl with a goldfish in it. You
set it on a table, and ask for silence.
You announce that you shall
hypnotize it.
After passing your fingers
hypnotically around the bowl, you
declare that the goldfish is now in a
trance, and is ready to answer questions.
This will provoke surprise, and in some cases alarm, but it is
true. “Are you ready?” you say to the bowl, and after a pause, a voice
is heard, small but distinct, “Yes!”
Take any question from the audience:
“What day is it?”
The goldfish replies: “Tuesday.”
Or:
“How should a person live?”
The goldfish says: “Gusto, baby, with gusto!”
Or:
“What is the capital of Manitoba?”
The goldfish: “Winnipeg.”
What a smart goldfish!
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THE INCREDIBLE TALKING GOLDFISH

The secret of the goldfish is a confederate hidden under the table, which
should be draped. In truth it is the
confederate who does all the talking,
answers all the questions. Ideally this
is a job for a small person, because
tall tables tend to attract suspicion.
It is sensible to use children as they
are naturally shorter and you can pay
them less. Besides, people expect a goldfish to have a high voice.
The particular beauty of this stunt is its uncanny realism. A
goldfish, without any special training or electrical shocks, will open
and close its mouth at regular intervals. This contributes greatly to the
illusion of speech. Moreover, goldfish are notoriously soporific; they
look hypnotized. Both of these qualities make your job that much easier.
Lastly, try to find a clever child to be your confederate. This will
be of great service for history and geography questions. But not too
clever—nobody likes a wiseass goldfish.

9

16
10

