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A WArm WelCome

Heloise’s husband brought home a friend from 
his long-ago past. It was obvious he’d experienced 
hard times. Despite his shabby look, he was very 
gentlemanly, even courtly, and she was taken with 
him almost immediately. When her husband said he 
needed to pick up something at the store, she said 
he should leave his friend behind so they could get 
better acquainted. He thought that was a great idea. 
When he left on his errand, Heloise offered to give 
his friend a bath.
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If neCessIty DICtAtes

We’re in our step-father’s car going to visit his 
parents in Bangor. I don’t want to be there because 
I don’t like him and dislike his parents even more. 
I hate being in his custody since our mother died a 
year ago. Now, he has us do whatever he wants us to 
do. We have no say. Sometimes I’m scared because I 
think he wants to do something weird, something 
sexual. He hasn’t exactly tried yet, but I think it’s 
coming soon. I tell my big sister, and she thinks I’m 
right, because he’s been real flirty with her lately. 
We now have a plan to keep him away from us. We 
will use it if we have to. Maybe on the ride home.
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A suggestIon At the tIme of DeAth

If, on his dying bed, he was told to “let go,” he 
didn’t know if he could. How do you let everything 
you’ve ever known and love go? Was there a way to 
rehearse that?
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Worth A shot

Could a person die from a broken heart, Chrissy 
wondered? She looked for the answer on-line. Yes, 
a person could die from a broken heart. Would that 
fact make any difference to the man who had just 
left her? She would run it by him.



9

Out, DamneD SpOt or DIfferent 
levels of sensIbIlIty

The stain on the road where a dog had been 
struck and killed upset him. Finally, he decided to 
scrub it away, figuring it would no longer distress 
him if removed. He worked for a couple of hours but 
had only eliminated part of it. Come back tomorrow 
and get the rest, he told himself. The next day, as 
cars whizzed by, he’d managed to remove most of 
the spot. “Okay, one more day ought to do it,” he 
mumbled, collecting his pail and brush. At 10 the 
next morning, he was back at the tragic site scrub-
bing away. At noon, unaware of the car barreling 
down on him from behind, he sang out triumphantly 
having succeeded in vanquishing all evidence of the 
dog’s sad end. For a day, the driver of the car that 
hit him was distracted by the massive stain left on 
the pavement by his victim. I’ll just have to take a 
different route tomorrow, he told himself.
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trAvel CompAnIon

I’m a kid riding alone in a Greyhound to my aunt’s 
house in Louisville. It’s not a long ride from where I 
live in Cincinnati, and the passing scenery has my 
full attention. I’m sitting two seats back from the 
driver on the half empty bus when a man boards 
at a stop and sits next to me. I don’t like that he’s 
chosen a place beside me when there are so many 
other empty seats. I think he wants something bad 
from me. After a few minutes, he rests his hand on 
my knee, and I get up and move. As I do, he squeezes 
my backside and I poke him in the eye with my 
elbow. He lets out a yelp and a string of curses as 
I search out a seat as far from him as possible. I’m 
really relieved when he gets off at the next stop, and 
I go back to watching the world roll by instead of 
watching him.
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A reAsonAble AssumptIon

Philippa saw something move on the pistil of the 
tulip. She immediately assumed it was an insect. 
However, upon closer inspection, she recognized 
what appeared to be little human beings scurrying 
about. “What else could they be but little if they 
fit inside a flower?” she told herself, attempting to 
unravel the mystery.
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explAnAtIon

There was a crack in one of the lens of his eye 
glasses. He had no idea how it got there. He’d placed 
his specs on the nightstand next to his bed before 
taking a nap and the damage was there when he 
put them back on. At first, he thought maybe they’d 
been accidentally knocked to the floor by his wife or 
one of his kids, but he immediately discounted that 
idea because he was home alone. Then he recalled 
he’d been in a fight in his dream and they’d come 
off when he’d been punched in the eye. It was good 
when mysteries were quickly solved, he thought.
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In the full DArk, somethIng

We didn’t have to see what was moving in our 
direction. Everyone knew the nature of what it 
was. No one bothered to run. It would do no good. 
Where could we go? There was no unlocked door in 
that lightless room. We just had to accept what was 
about to happen. Let it roll over us and wish for the 
best outcome.
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Cut up

I like cutting out paper dolls even though I’m a 
boy. I’m not ashamed of it. So, what? It takes some 
skill and I’m good at it. When my friends see me 
doing it, they call me a sissy. I take my scissors and 
slash at them. Maybe I shouldn’t have done that. It 
got blood on my Hayley Mills, but I got it off. She’s 
as good as new.
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lost CAllIng

He felt sorry Molly was a dog. She was so much 
more than that. A sentient being trapped in a 
canine’s body. It was her misfortune to be born a 
hound, and it diminished her. She was capable of 
extraordinary things, but there was no possibility 
of her ever realizing them. Indeed, it was totally 
unlikely she’d be offered the position at NASA, 
which was regrettable because it was where her 
talent lay.
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