
 

AMERICANS 

     And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a     
     stranger in a land that is not theirs…  Genesis 15:13 
      
     Hartford, Connecticut 
     1919-1930 

 

Angelo became Sonny because he 
was first born, followed by Rosario 
who became Ray.   Then Raphael became 
Ralphie, Francesco became Frankie, and 
Giovanirro was John.  Then the first girl, 
Emmanuella was born; she became 
Minnie.  And then there was an oddity; 
they named the next child James, a terribly 
non-Italian-sounding name, to be sure. 
Then there was Guisseppe who was Joey, 
and the last child was Carmella, which they  
said Camella, with no “r,” the same way 
Grampa cut the “o” – from Stanizzio –  
he said it sounded more American.  



 

LANGUAGES 

     Front Street 
     Hartford, Connecticut 
     1944 
 

My father, who raised roses and rifles, 
who survived with eight siblings in four rooms 
and emerged with nothing onto the street 
where the ghosts of vendors still haunt the light 
of waning summer nights, who left with just 
the scraps of two languages, neither of 
which could hide the truth, crossed the river which 
had swallowed his family more than once, 
and settled in to a tiny square house 
in a field where only moments ago 
plowshares toiled through harvest-days until the 
stubble field stretched from the forest to the 
road where my father would drive back and forth 
hardening his loneliness with silence. 



 

JOHNNY 

     Hartford, Connecticut 
     1949 
 
Johnny was my father; I am Johnnie. 
That was one of the distinctions he made 
to be sure that no one would mix us up, 
which never really made much sense to me. 
He was very tall and his hair was brown— 
my hair is black and I am much shorter. 
You’d think that he’d be satisfied with that, 
but just to be absolutely sure, he 
assigned me the middle initial “L” 
which he told me I’d always have to use, 
while he took the more sturdy “W.” 
Just wanna be sure they don’t mix us up. 
Giovanirro was his actual name—  
he should have just used that in the first place. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


